SYNOPSIS The Jirgl flocculation test has been compared with the combination of the thymol reactions and serum alkaline phosphatase determination recommended by Maclagan in the investigation of 68 patients with jaundice. The test was found to be of value in distinguishing biliary obstruction from other causes of jaundice, but failed to distinguish between extrahepatic and intrahepatic biliary obstruction.
SYNOPSIS The Jirgl flocculation test has been compared with the combination of the thymol reactions and serum alkaline phosphatase determination recommended by Maclagan in the investigation of 68 patients with jaundice. The test was found to be of value in distinguishing biliary obstruction from other causes of jaundice, but failed to distinguish between extrahepatic and intrahepatic biliary obstruction.
Serum glutamic oxalacetic transaminase and serum glutamic pyruvic transaminase estimations were performed in a number of cases, but were found to be of no value in the diagnosis of jaundice. Jirgl (1957) observed that the serum of patients with obstructive jaundice became turbid and formed a precipitate on the addition of Folin-Ciocalteau phenol reagent. A positive reaction occurred in 44 of 46 patients with extrahepatic obstructive jaundice. The test was negative in 147 cases of infective hepatitis. Daikos, Mattheou, and Athanasiadou (1959) confirmed Jirgl's findings. Shimaoka and Firat (1962) found the reaction to be of value in the diagnosis of obstructive jaundice, and in particular for distinguishing between extrahepatic biliary obstruction and other causes of jaundice. Bell and Williams (1964) obstructive from non-obstructive jaundice in the majority of cases (Maclagan, 1947 Value of the Jirgl flocculation test in the diagnosis ofjaundice Shimaoka and Firat (1962) . The serum bilirubin was determined by the method of King and Coxon (1950) , the thymol reactions by the method of Maclagan (1944 Maclagan ( , 1947 , and the serum alkaline phosphatase by the method of Kind and King (1954) . The serum glutamic oxalacetic transaminase and serum glutamic pyruvic transaminase were estimated by the method of King (1958) . Sixty-eight patients with a serum bilirubin greater than 2 mg. per 100 ml. were studied. When available the final diagnosis was established by operation, biopsy, or postmortem examination findings, but in some cases it had to be made by means of the clinical picture, and the course of the disease.
The final diagnoses of the 68 patients are shown in Table I .
RESULTS
The results obtained are shown in Table II URINARY BILIRUBIN AND UROBILINOGEN These were tested for in the majority of cases. All of the 20 patients with obstructive jaundice tested had bilirubin in the urine, and 10 also had urobilinogen present in excess amounts. All but two of eight patients with parenchymatous liver disease tested had bilirubin and excess of urobilinogen in the urine. Shimaoka and Firat (1962) The results of the study reported here, like those obtained by Bell and Williams (1964) , fail to confirm the findings of Shimaoka and Firat (1962) 
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